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IQ.  (SBU)  The  Security  Council  adopted  a Presidential 
Statement  (Ref.  B)  on  November  7 urging  all  Ivorian  parties 
to  cooperate  fully  to  ensure  free,  fair,  and  transparent 
elections  as  soon  as  possible.  This  was  in  response  SRSG 
Choi's  report  to  the  Council  on  October  27  which  noted 
elections  in  Cote  d'Ivoire  would  need  to  be  delayed  until  at 
least  spring  2009.  Choi  warned  if  elections  were  not  held  by 
the  spring,  restricted  travel  during  the  summer  rainy  season 
would  force  a delay  until  fall.  While  French  PermRep  Ripert 
noted  on  October  27  that  a delay  beyond  spring  2009  would 
indicate  a lack  of  political  will  of  the  major  Ivorian 
players,  others  in  the  French  mission  say  that  fall  2009 
elections  would  be  acceptable. 

J_2 . (SBU)  Choi  noted  in  his  briefing  fewer  than  800,000  out  of 
11  million  Ivorians  had  been  identified  and  only  500,000  out 
of  9 million  expected  eligible  voters  been  enrolled.  Choi 
also  explained  elections  could  only  be  scheduled  four  months 
following  voter  enrollment,  since  making  and  distributing 
election  cards  and  organizing  polling  stations  ould  take  at 
least  that  long.  Cote  d'Ivoire  President  Gbagbo  is  expected 
to  officially  announce  the  election  delay  November  10, 
according  to  the  UN  Operation  in  Cote  d'Ivoire. 
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